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Front Range Japanese Beetle Preference Observations: Annual Flowers 

Updated Dec 2022 

No Damage 
Common Name Botanic Name 

Agave, American Agave americana marginata 

Agave, Blue Glow Agave 'Blue Glow' 

Agave, Maguey Agave salmiana var. ferox 

Flossflower Ageratum houstonianum Dondo Blue 

Flossflower Ageratum houstonianum Dondo White 

Aloe vera Aloe vera 

Alternanthera, Purple Prince Alternanthera brasiliana 

Alternanthera, Purple Knight Alternnanthera dentata 'Purple Knight' 

Alyssum, purple Alyssum Easter Bonnet Violet 

Love-Lies-Bleeding, Dreadlocks Amaranthus caudatus 'Dreadlocks' 

Amaranth, Golden Giant Amaranthus cruentus 'Golden Giant' 

Amaranth, Joseph's Coat Amaranthus tricolor (syn. gangeticus) 

False Queen Anne's Lace Ammi majus 'Select White' 

Angelonia, Archangel™  Angelonia Archangel™ series 

Snapdragon Antirrhinum majus 'Chantilly' 

Snapdragon Antirrhinum majus 'Madam Butterfly' 

Snapdragon Antirrhinum majus 'Rocket White' 

Snapdragon Antirrhinum majus 'Royal Bride' 

Asparagus Fern Asparagus densiflorus 'Sprengeri' 

Asparagus Fern, Common Asparagus plumosus 

Begonia, COCOA™ series Begonia COCOA™ 'Enchanted Sunrise' 

Begonia, Wax 
Begonia semperflorens F1 Super Olym-
pic® White 

Begonia, Dragon Wing® Pink Begonia x 'Bepapink' 

Begonia, Rex Begonia x Jurassic™ Dino Black Sky 

Begonia, Rex Begonia x Jurassic™ Megalo Reptile 

Kale, Ornamental, Black Magic Brassica oleracea 'Black Magic' 

Calendula Calendula officinalis 

Calendula Calendula officinalis 

Calibrachoa, Bumble Bee™ Orange Calibrachoa Bumble Bee™ 'Orange' 

Calibrachoa, MiniFamous 
Calibrachoa MiniFamous® Uno Dou-
ble PlumTastic 

Pepper, Ornamental Capasicum annuum 'Black Pearl' 

Cockscomb, Kelos® Celosa spicata  Kelos® 'Candela Pink' 

Cockscomb, Asian Garden Celosia argentea 'Asian Garden' 

Cockscomb, Sylphid Lime Celosia argentea var plumosa 

Cockscomb, Cosmo/Kosmo Celosia 'Kosmo Salmon' 

Cockscomb, Fresh Look Celosia plumosa Fresh Look Yellow 

Dusty Miller 
Centaurea cineraria 'Colchester 
White' 

Cleome, Sparkler™ Cleome hasselariana Sparkler™ 

Cleome, Sparkler™ Cleome hasselariana Sparkler™ 

Larkspur, Galilee Consolida ajacis Galilee™ series 

Larkspur, Giant Imperial Consolida ajacis 'Giant Imperial' 

Cosmos, Chocolate Cosmos astrosanguineus 

Cosmos, Sea Shells Cosmos bipinnatus 'Sea Shells' 

Cosmos, Versailles Red Cosmos bipinnatus 'Versailles Red' 

Crassula, Rattail Crassula lycopodoides 

Dahlia, Café Au Lait Dahlia 'Café Au Lait' 

Dahlia, Snow County Dahlia 'Snow Country' 

Dahlia, XXL Sunset Dahlia XXL 'Sunset' 

Queen Anne's Lace Daucus carota 'Dara' 

Sweet William, Green Ball Dianthus barbatus 'Green Ball' 

Twinspur, My Darling Berry Diascia My Darling 'Berry' 

Dichondra Dichondra argentea 

Foxglove, hybrid Digiplexis® Illumination® 'Flame' 

Pride of Madeira Echium x 'Red Rocket' 

Fleabane, Spreading Erigeron divergens 

Common Name Botanic Name 
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Front Range Japanese Beetle Preference Observations: Annual Flowers 

Common Name Botanic Name Common Name Botanic Name 

Updated Dec 2022 

Buckwheat, annual Eriogonum annuum 

Elegant Feathers Eupatorium capillifolium 'Elegant Feather' 

Spurge, Grassleaf Euphorbia graminea 'Glitz' 

Lisianthus Eustoma grandiflorum Arena 3 'Apricot' 

Lisianthus 
Eustoma grandiflorum 'Wonderous Light 
Brown' 

Fennel, Smokey Foeniculum vulgare 

Fuchsia, Koralle Fuchsia 'Koralle' 

Fuchsia Fuchsia x 

Gazania, Orange Flame Gazania rigens Kiss™ 'Orange Flame' 

Gomphrena, Audray White Gomphrena globosa 'Audray White' 

Gomphrena, Fireworks Gomphrena haageana 'Fireworks' 

Sunflower Helianthus annuus 

Sunflower, Common Helianthus annuus 

Silver Mist Helichrysum microphyllum 

Licorice Plant Helichrysum petiolare 'Limelight' 

Coral Bells, Forever Purple Heuchera FOREVER® 'Purple' 

Impatiens, New Guinea  
Impatiens hawkerii Florific® 'Sweet Or-
ange' 

Impatiens, Poor Man's Rho-
dodendron Impatiens sodenii 

Impatiens, New Guinea  
Impatiens x hybrida SunPatiens®  Compact 
White 

Impatiens, New Guinea  
Impatiens x hybrida SunPatiens® Compact 
Fire Red 

Moonflower Ipomoea alba 

Hyacinth Bean, Ruby Moon 
Lablab purpureus spp purpureus 'Ruby 
Moon' 

Lantana, Lavender Swirl®  Lantana montevidensis  'Monswee' 

Lantana, Trailing White Lantana montevidensis 'Alba' 

Lobelia 
Lobelia erinus Techno®  Light Blue Im-
proved 

Ruby Grass, Pink Crystals®  Melinis nerviglumis  

Love-in-a-mist Nigella 'African Bride' 

Love-in-a-mist, Spanish Nigella hispanica 

Love-in-a-mist Nigella 'Miss Jekyll' 

Black Mondo Grass Ophiopogon planscapus nigrescens 

Sundaisy 
Osteospermum ecklonis Serenity® 
White 

Sundaisy 
Osteospermum ecklonis Zion® Denim 
Blue 

Geranium, Zonal, Maverick Pelagonium Maverick™ Quicksilver 

Geranium, Zonal, Brocade Pelargonium Brocade™ Fire Night 

Geranium, Dichondra-Leaf Pelargonium dichondrifolium 

Geranium, Celery-Scented Pelargonium ionidifolium 

Geranium, Zonal, Maverick Pelargonium Maverick™ Orange 

Geranium, Zonal, Maverick Pelargonium Maverick™ Salmon 

Geranium, Zonal, Maverick Pelargonium Maverick™ White 

Fountain Grass, Lumen Gold™  
Pennisetum alopecuroides 'JS Jom-
menik' PP27435 

Fountain Grass, Red Head Pennisetum alopecuroides 'Red Head' 

Fountain Grass, Copper Prince Pennisetum glaucum 'Copper Prince' 

Fountain Grass, Jade Princess Pennisetum glaucum 'Jade Princess' 

Fountain Grass, Purple Baron Pennisetum glaucum 'Purple Baron' 

Fountain Grass, Princess 
Pennisetum purpureum 'Princess' 
PP17728 

Fountain Grass, Fireworks 
Pennisetum setaceum 'Fireworks' 
PP18504 

Fountain Grass, Red Buttons Pennisetum thunbergii 'Red Buttons' 

Fountain Grass, Feathertop  Pennisetum villosum 

Fountain Grass, Purple Pennistum setaceum 'Rubrum' 

Petunia x Calibrachoa Hybrid Petchoa SuperCal®  Terra Cotta 
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Front Range Japanese Beetle Preference Observations: Annual Flowers 

Common Name Botanic Name Common Name Botanic Name 

Updated Dec 2022 

Petunia, Queen of Hearts Petunia Amore® Queen of Hearts 

Petunia, Black Ray™ Petunia Black Ray™  

Petunia, Evening Scentsa-
tion™ Petunia Evening Scentsation™  

Petunia, Sophistica™ Petunia Sophistica® Blackberry 

Petunia, Wave® Petunia Wave® Carmine Velour 

Phacelia, Lacy Phacelia tanacetifolia 

Cape Fuchsia Phygelius x rectus 'Devil's Tears' 

Silver Spurflower Plectranthus argentatus 'Silver Shield' 

Swedish Ivy, Velvet Elvis 
Plectranthus saccatus 'Velvet Elvis' 
PP25020 

Coleus, Palisandra 
Plectranthus scutellarioides Giant Exhibi-
tion™ Palisandra 

Coleus, Glinda Plectranthus scutellarioides 'Glinda' 

Coleus, Kong Red Plectranthus scutellarioides Kong® Red 

Coleus, Beale St 
Plectranthus scutellarioides 'Main Street 
Beale Street' 

Coleus, Chartres St 
Plectranthus scutellarioides 'Main Street 
Chartres Street' 

Coleus, Wall St 
Plectranthus scutellarioides 'Main Street 
Wall Street' 

Coleus, Rodeo Dr 
Plectranthus scutellrioides 'Mainstreet 
Rodeo Drive' 

Black-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta 'Cappuccino' 

Black-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta 'Cherokee Sunset' 

Black-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta 'Cherry Brandy' 

Black-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta 'Indian Summer' 

Black-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta 'Prairie Sun' 

Black-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta 'Sahara' 

Sage, Scarlet, Summer Jewel™  Salvia coccinea 'Summer Jewel White' 

Sage, Scarlet, Summer Jewel™  Salvia coccinea Summer Jewel™ Pink 

Sage, Scarlet, Summer Jewel™  Salvia coccinea Summer Jewel™ Red 

Sage, Scarlet, Summer Jewel™  Salvia coccinea Summer Jewel™ White 

Sage, MealyCup Salvia farinacea Evolution® Violet 

Sage, Autumn Salvia greggii 'Joy' 

Sage, Anise-Scented Salvia guaranitica 'Black and Blue' 

Sage, Rockin'® series Salvia Rockin'® Blue Suede Shoes 

Sage, Rockin'® series Salvia Rockin'® Deep Purple 

Sage, Roman Red Salvia 'Roman Red' PP31931 

Sage, Skyscraper™ series Salvia Skyscraper™ Orange 

Pincushion Flower Scabiosa atropurpurea 'Night & Day' 

Pincushion Flower Scabiosa caucasia Fama Deep Blue 

Pincushion Flower Scabiosa caucasia Fama White 

Senecio, Angel Wings®  Senecio candicans 'Senaw'  PP 28,830 

Dusty Miller Senecio cineraria 'New Look' 

Senecio, Trailing Jade Senecio jacobsenii 

Senecio, Chalksticks Senecio talinoides 

Tradescantia, Purple Heart Setcreasea pallida 'Purpurea' 

Persian Shield Strobalanthes dyeriana 

Bacopa, Gulliver White Sutera cordata Scopia™ 'Gulliver White' 

Marigold, Big Duck Gold Tagetes erecta Big Duck® Gold 

Inchplant  Tradescantia zebrina 

Nasturtium Tropaeolum majus 

Nasturtium, Alaska Mix Tropaeolum majus Alaska Mix 

Vervain, Purple Top Verbena bonariensis 

Vervain, Endurascape 
Verbena peruviana EnduraScape™  
White 

Catchfly Viscaria oculata 'Blue Angel' 

Zinnia, Benary's Zinnia elegans Benary's Carmine 

Zinnia, Benary's Zinnia elegans Benary's Purple 

Zinnia, Benary's Zinnia elegans Benary's White 

Zinna, Magellan™ series Zinnia elegans Magellan™ Ivory 

Zinnia, Profusion series Zinnia Profusion Double Deep Salmon 

Zinnia, Profusion series Zinnia Profusion White 

Zinnia, Zowie!™ series Zinnia Zowie!™ Yellow Flame 
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Front Range Japanese Beetle Preference Observations: Annual Flowers 

Updated Dec 2022 

Light Damage (Flowers) 
Common Name Botanic Name 

Amaranth, Opopeo Amaranthus 'Opopeo' 

Daisy, Cape Arctotis fastuosa 

Daisy, Orange Prince Arctotis fastuosa 'Orange Prince' 

Daisy, Zulu Prince Arctotis fastuosa 'Zulu Prince' 

Daisy, African/Blue-Eyed Arctotis stoechadifolia 

Calendula Calendula officinalis 

Cuphea, Vermillionaire® Cuphea 'Cupver' 

Impatiens, New Guinea 
Impatiens x hybrida SunPatiens® 
Compact Orange 

Sweet Potato Vine, Blackie Ipomoea batatas 

Lantana, Pink Bicolor Lantana camara Bandana® Pink 

Geranium, Maverick™  Pelargonium Maverick™  

Geranium, Ivy Pelargonium peltatum 

Castor Bean, Impala Ricinus communis 'Impala' 

Marigold, Crackerjack Tagetes erecta 'Crackerjack' 

Marigold, Marvel Tagetes erecta 'Marvel' 

Marigold, French Tagetes patula 

Marigold, Dwarf Sparky Tagetes patula 'Dwarf Sparky' 

Zinna, Benary's Giant Zinnia elegans Benary's Giant 

Light Damage (Foliage) 
Common Name Botanic Name 

Amaranth, Opopeo Amaranthus 'Opopeo' 

Firecracker Plant, Vermillionaire® Cuphea x 'Cupver' 

Elegant Feather 
Eupatorium capillifolium 'Elegant 
Feather' 

Sweet Potato Vine  Ipomoea batatas 'Limey' 

Morning Glory Ipomoea indica 

Geranium, Ivy Pelargonium peltatum 

Petunia, Wave Petunia x hyrida Wave®  

Castor Bean, Carmenita Ricinus communis 'Carmenita' 

Impatiens, New Guinea 
Impatiens x hybrida SunPatiens®  
Compact Series 

Marigold, Big Duck Tagetes erecta Big Duck® Gold 

Marigold, Lady: Gold Tagetes erecta Lady 'Gold' 

Marigold, Dwarf Sparky Tagetes patula 'Dwarf Sparky' 

Zinnia, Mexican Zinnia haageana 'Persian Carpet' 



The plants on this list are based on observations submitted by members of the gardening public during the 2021 & 2022 growing seasons.  Some plants may 

appear on more than one list; this is intentional, since beetle feeding can be influenced by surrounding plants and environmental factors. Want to report 

observations? Visit douglas.extension.colostate.edu  

Front Range Japanese Beetle Preference Observations: Annual Flowers 

Updated Dec 2022 

Colorado State University Extension is an equal opportunity provider. | Colorado State University Extension es un proveedor que ofrece igualdad de oportunidades.  https://col.st/ll0t3   

Moderate Damage (Foliage) 
Common Name Botanic Name 

Hollyhock, Chater's Double 
Alcea rosea Chater's Double 
'Salmon Pink' 

Hollyhock, Majorette Double 
Alcea rosea Majorette 'Double 
Champagne' 

Canna, Belinda Canna 'Belinda' 

Moderate Damage (Flowers) 
Common Name Botanic Name 

Canna, Bananaleaf Canna 'Musifolia' 

Dahlia, Bishop's Children Dahlia x hybrida 'Bishop's Children' 

Dahlia, Hypnotica Dahlia Hypnotica® series 

Petunia, Wave Petunia x hyrida Wave® series 

Marigold, Signet Tagetes tenuifolia 

Zinnia, Benary's Golden Yellow Zinnia Benary's Golden Yellow 

Impatiens, New Guinea 
Impatiens x hybrida SunPatiens® 
Compact Electric Orange 

Impatiens, New Guinea 
Impatiens x hawkerii Divine™ Lav-
ender 

Impatiens, Balsam, Camellia Flow-
ered Mix Impatiens balsamina 

Impatiens, Balsam, Tom Thumb Mix Impatiens balsamina 

4-O'Clock's, All Colors Mirabilis jalapa 

Heavy Damage(Foliage) 
Common Name Botanic Name 

Firecracker Plant, Vermillionaire®  Cuphea x 'Cupver' 

Sweet Potato Vine, Black Ipomoea batatas 'Blackie' 

Sweet Potato Vine, FloraMia Rosso Ipomoea batatas 'FloraMia Rosso' 

Sweet Potato Vine, Sweet Georgia Heart Ipomoea Sweet Georgia® Heart Purple 

Geranium, Ivy, Cascade White Pelargonium peltatum Cascade White 

Geranium, Ivy, Royal Blue Pelargonium peltatum Royal™ Blue 

Morning Glory, Common Ipomoea purpurea 

Heavy Damage (Flowers) 
Common Name Botanic Name 

Canna, Cannova®  Canna Cannova® series 

Canna Canna indica 

Canna, Orange Beauty Canna 'Orange Beauty' 

Cosmos Cosmos bipinnatus 

Firecracker Plant, Vermillionaire®  Cuphea x 'Cupver' 

Dahlia, XXL Dahlia XXL™ series 

Geranium, Calliope Pelargonium Calliope® series 

Marigold, Big Duck™  Tagetes Big Duck™ series 

Marigold, Garden Joy Tagetes erecta 'Garden Joy Mix' 

Marigold, Lady Gold Tagetes erecta, Lady Group 

Nasturtium Tropaeolum majus 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcol.st%2Fll0t3&data=05%7C01%7CJohn.Murgel%40colostate.edu%7C2a499e6f6fd144711dc208dad6e2e631%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638058567541709915%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4w

