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No Damage 
Common Name Botanic Name 

Prickly Thrift Acantholimon litvinovii 

Bear's Breeches Acanthus hungaricus 

Bear's Breeches, Morning Candle Acanthus 'Morning Candle' 

Yarrow, Coronation Gold Achillea 'Coronation Gold' 

Yarrow, New Vintage Achillea millefolium New Vintage™ 

Yarrow, New Vintage Achillea millefolium New Vintage™ 

Yarrow, Moonshine Achillea 'Moonshine' 

Hummingbird Mint, Sonoran Sunset™ Agastache cana 'Sinning' 

Sunset Hyssop Agastache rupestris 

Agave, Havard's Agave havardiana 

Agave, Parry's Agave parryi 

Chives Allium schoenoprasum 

Garlic Chives Allium tuberosum 

Columbine, Denver Gold®  Aquilegia chrysantha 

Tarragon, French Artemisia dracunculus var sativa 

Milkweed, orange Asclepias tuberosa 

Aster, Heath Aster ericoides 

Aster, Monch Aster frikartii 'Monch' 

Aster, Smooth Aster laevis 

Aster, New England Aster novae-angliae 

Aster, Smooth Aster oblongifolius 'Dream of Beauty' 

Fern, Japanese Painted Athyrium niponicum 

Blue False Indigo Baptisia australis 

Chocolate flower  Berlandiera lyrata 

Urn Orchid Bletilla 'Candles in the Wind' 

Aster, False Boltonia asteroides 

Blue Grama, Blonde Ambition Bouteloua gracilis 'Blonde Ambition' 

Brunnera, Jack Frost Brunnera macrophylla 'Jack Frost' 

Prairie Winecups Callirhoe involucrata 

Bellflower, Evia Campanula incurva 

Front Range Japanese Beetle Preference Observations: Perennials 

Common Name Botanic Name 

Centaurea, yellow Centaurea macrocephala 

Plumbago Ceratostigma plumbaginoides 

Chamomile, Roman Chamaemelum nobile 

Feverfew Chrysanthemum parthenium  

Clematis, Parsnip Clematis heracleifolia 

Larkspur, giant Consolida ajacis 

Tickseed, thinleaf Coreopsis verticillata 

Sea Kale Crambe maritima 

Chrysanthemum Dendranthemum 'Bronze Beauty' 

Red Feathers Echium russicum 

Fleabane, showy Erigeron speciosus 

Buckwheat, Allen's Eriogonum allenii 

Buckwheat, Yellow Eriogonum umbellatum var aureum 

Geranium Geranium 'Rozanne' 

Sneezeweed Helenium 

Sunflower, Lemon Queen Helianthus 'Lemon Queen' 

Curry Plant Helichrysum italicum 

Daylily Hemerocallis 'Stella D'Oro' 

Aster, Showy Golden Heterotheca villosa 

Coral Bells, 'Lemon Love' Heuchera 'Lemon Love' 

Standing Cypress Ipomopsis rubra 

Torchlily, Regal Kniphofia caulescens 

Torchlily Kniphofia triangularis 

Lavender, English Lavandula angustifolia 

Lavender, English Dwarf 
Lavandula angustifolia 'Thumbelina 
Leigh' 

Lavender Lavendula angustifolia 'Superblue' 

Lavender Lavendula 'Provence' 

Lily, Formosa Lilium formosanum 

Flax, Blue Linum lewisii 

Lilyturf Liriope spicata 

Aster, Prairie Machaeranthera tanacetifolia 

Updated Dec 2022 
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Front Range Japanese Beetle Preference Observations: Perennials 

Common Name Botanic Name 

Lemon Balm Melissa officinalis 

Mint, Peppermint Mentha piperita 

Mint, Grapefruit Mentha spicata var citrata 

Catmint, 'Cat's Pajamas' Nepeta 'Cat's Pajamas' 

Catmint, Six Hills Giant Nepeta faassenii 'Six Hills Giant' 

Aster, White Upland Oligoneuron album 

Oregano, hopflower Origanum libanoticum 

Oregano, ornamental Origanum 'Rotkugel' 

Oregano, common Origanum vulgare 

Oregano, golden Origanum vulgare 'Aureum' 

Sun Daisy, Avalanche Osteospermum 'Avalanche' PP22705 

Peony Paeonia lactiflora 

Peony, Itoh Paeonia x 'Bartzella' 

Switch Grass, Shenandoah Panicum virgatum 'Shenandoah' 

Poppy, Spanish Papaver atlanticum 

Fountain Grass, Dwarf Pennisetum alopecuroides 'Hameln' 

Penstemon, Scarlet Bugler Penstemon barbatus 

Penstemon, Rocky Mountain Penstemon strictus 

Penstemon, Superb Penstemon superbus 

Penstemon, Pike's Peak Purple Penstemon x mexicali 'P007S' 

Penstemon, Red Rocks Penstemon x mexicali 'P008S' 

Sage, Russian Perovskia atriplicifolia 

Phlox, garden Phlox paniculata 

Obedient Plant, Miss Manners Physostegia virginiana 'Miss Manners' 

Jacob’s Ladder Polemonium caeruleum 

Rose, glauca Rosa rubrifolia subsp glauca 

Rosemary Rosmarinus officinalis 'Arp' 

Browneyed Susan Rudbeckia 'Goldstrum' 

Blackeyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta 

Browneyed Susan Rudbeckia triloba 

Rue Ruta graveolens 

Common Name Botanic Name 

Sage, Silver Salvia argentea 

Sage, blue Turkish Salvia cyanescens 

Sage, Indigo Salvia forsskaolei 

Sage, Purple Volcano Salvia lyrata 'Purple Volcano' 

Sage, Meadow, Bumbleblue Salvia nemorosa 'Bumbleblue' 

Sage, Culinary Salvia officinalis 

Sage, culinary Salvia officinalis 'Berggarten' 

Sage, Tricolor Culinary Salvia officinalis tricolor 

Sage, Autumn Sapphire™  Salvia reptans 'P016S' 

Sage, Clary Salvia sclarea 

Sage, May Night Salvia Salvia x sylvestris 'Mainacht' 

Santolina, Green Santolina virens 

Pincushion flower Scabiosa caucasua  

Red Birds in a Tree Scrophularia macrantha 

Skullcap, Smokey Hills Scutellaria resinosa 'Smoky Hills' 

Sedum, Angelina Sedum rupestre 

Sedum, 'Blue Spruce' Sedum sediforme 

Sedum, Autumn Joy Sedum spectabile 

Sedum, common Sedum spurium 

Tansy, Bigleaf Tanacetum macrophyllum 

Thyme, Juniper-leaf Thymus neiceffii 

Thyme, Creeping Thymus serpyllum 'Pink Chintz' 

Speedwell, Vernique Dark Blue  Veronica longifolia 

Veronica Veronica pectinata 

Veronica Veronica 'Sunny Border Blue' 

Veronica, Magic Show Veronica 'White Wands' 

Veronica, Turkish Veronica x liwanensis  

Periwinkle, Lesser  Vinca minor 'Illumination' 

Colorado Tansyaster Xanthisma coloradoense 

Prairie Zinnia Zinnia grandiflora 

Updated Dec 2022 
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Front Range Japanese Beetle Preference Observations: Perennials 

Light Damage 
Common Name Botanic Name 

Hyssop, Purple Giant Agastache scrophulariifolia 

Hyssop, Nettleleaf Giant Agastache urticifolia 

Milkweed, Whorled Asclepias verticillata 

Daisy, Nippon Chrysanthemum nipponicum 

Illinois Bundleflower Desmanthus illinoensis 

Coneflower, purple Echinacea purpurea 

Daisy, Max Chrysanthemum Leucanthemum maximum 

Desert 4-O'Clock Mirabilis multiflora 

Glade Mallow Napaea dioica 

Evening Primrose, Shimmer 
Oenothera macrocarpa 'Shimmer' 
PP19663 

Passionflower, Hardy Blue Passiflora caerulea 

Blackberry Rubus fruticosus 'Triple Crown' 

Globemallow, Gooseberry Leaf Sphaeralcea grossulariifolia 

Beebalm Monarda fistulosa 

Updated Dec 2022 

Moderate Damage 
Common Name Botanic Name 

Hollyhock Alcea rosea 

Borage Borago officinalis 

Butterfly Bush, Chrysalis™  Buddleia Chrysalis™ series 

Fireweed Chamerion angusifolium 

Clematis, Jackmanii Clematis 'Jackmanii' 

Clematis, Piilu® Clematis 'Little Duckling' 

Coneflower, Cheyenne Spirit Echinacea 'Cheyenne Spirit' 

Coneflower, Magnus 
Echinacea purpurea 
'Magnus' 

Hibiscus, Mahogany Splen-
dor 

Hibiscus acetosella 
'Mahogany Splendor' 

Hibiscus, Hardy Hibiscus moscheutos 

Hops Humulus lupulus 

Daisy, Crazy Daisy 
Leucanthemum × superbum 
'Crazy Daisy' 

Beebalm, Balmy Rose™ 
Monarda didyma 
'Balbalmose'PP26567 

Beebalm, Fireball Monarda 'Fireball' 

Evening Primrose, Hooker's Oenothera elata 

Evening Primrose, Missouri Oenothera macrocarpa 

Sage, Pitcher Salvia azurea var. grandiflora 

Globemallow, Copper Sphaeralcea angustifolia 

Globemallow, Desert Sphaeralcia ambigua 

Ironweed Vernonia noveboracensis 



The plants on this list are based on observations submitted by members of the gardening public during the 2021 & 2022 growing seasons.  Some plants may 

appear on more than one list; this is intentional, since beetle feeding can be influenced by surrounding plants and environmental factors. Want to report 

observations? Visit douglas.extension.colostate.edu  

Front Range Japanese Beetle Preference Observations: Perennials 

Updated Dec 2022 

Heavy Damage 
Common Name Botanic Name 

Hollyhock Alcea rosea 

Aster, Purple Dome 
Aster novae-angliae 'Purple 
Dome' 

Trefoil, Showy-Tick Desmodium canadense 

Hibiscus, Luna Rose Hibiscus Luna™ Rose 

Hibiscus, Halberd-leaf Hibuscus laevis 

Hibiscus, Luna White 
Hibuscus moscheutos Luna™ 
White 

Sweetpea Lathyrus latifolius 

Sea Mallow Lavatera maritima 

Beebalm, Jacob Cline Monarda didyma 'Jacob Cline' 

Evening Primrose, Missouri Oenothera macrocarpa 

Evening Primrose, Comanche 
Campfire 

Oenothera macrocarpa 
'Comanche Campfire' 

Mountain Fleece Persicaria amplexicaulis 

Fleece Flower Persicaria polymorpha 

Silver Lace Vine Polygonum aubertii 

Blackberry, Arapaho Rubus fruticosus 'Arapaho' 

Raspberry, Heritage Rubus idaeus 'Heritage' 

Globemallow, Munro's Orange Sphaeralcea munroana 

Colorado State University Extension is an equal opportunity provider. | Colorado State University Extension es un proveedor que ofrece igualdad de oportunidades.  https://col.st/ll0t3   

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcol.st%2Fll0t3&data=05%7C01%7CJohn.Murgel%40colostate.edu%7C2a499e6f6fd144711dc208dad6e2e631%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638058567541709915%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4w

