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Front Range Japanese Beetle Preference Observations: Trees and Shrubs 

Updated Dec 2022 

No Damage   

Tree Botanic Name 

Fir, White Abies concolor 

Box Elder Acer negundo 

Maple, Tatarian Acer tataricum 

Maple, Hotwings™ Acer tataricum 'GarAnn' 

Mimosa Tree Albizia julibrissin 

Hickory, Bitternut Carya cordiformis 

Pecan Carya illinoiensis 

Hickory, Shellbark Carya laciniosa 

Hickory, Pignut Carya ovalis 

Hickory, Shagbark Carya ovata 

Hickory, Mockernut Carya tomentosa 

Chestnut, Chinese Castanea mollissima 

Catalpa, Northern Catalpa speciosa 

Redbud, Eastern Cercis canadensis 

Smokebush, American Cotinus obovatus 

Rubber Tree Eucommia ulmoides 

Kentucky Coffeetree Gymnocladus dioicus 

Kentucky Coffeetree, Espresso
(tm)  Gymnocladus dioicus 'Espresso-JFS' 

Seven-Son Flower Heptacodium miconioides   

Butternut Juglans cinerea 

Redcedar, Eastern Juniperus virginiana 

Sweetgum Liquidambar styraciflua 'Moraine' 

Tulip Tree Liriodendron tulipifera 

Magnolia, Cucumber Tree Magnolia acuminata 

Tupelo Nyssa sylvatica 

Pine, Bosnian Pinus heldreichii 

Pistachio Pistacia chinensis 

Oak, Durmast/Sessile Quercus petraea 

Beebee Tree Tetradium daniellii 

Yellowhorn Xanthoceras sorbifolium 

Shrub Botanic Name 

Serviceberry, Autumn Brilliance 
Amelanchier x grandiflora 'Autumn 
Brilliance' 

Manzanite, Mock Bearberry Arctostaphylos x coloradoensis 

Manzanita, Cheiftain  
Arctostaphylos x coloradoensis 
'Chieftain' 

Manzanita, Panchito  
Arctostaphylos x coloradoensis 
'Panchito' 

Sage, Bigtooth Artemisia tridentata 

Creeping Grapeholly Berberis repens (Mahonia repens) 

Barberry, Golden Berberis thunbergii 'Aurea' 

Butterfly Bush Buddleia davidii 

Boxwood, Green Velvet Buxus 'Green Velvet' 

Trumpet creeper, Summer Jazz™ Fire 
Campsis x tagliabuana 'Takarazuka 
Fresa' PP #23,917 

Blue Mist Spirea Caryopteris x clandonensis 

Buttonbush Cephalanthus occidentalis 

Mountain Mahogany, Thinleaf  Cercocarpus ledifolius 

Mountain Mahogany Cercocarpus montanus 

Rabbitbrush Chrysothamnus nauseosus 

Rabbitbrush, Baby Blue  
Chrysothamnus nauseosus var. nau-
seosus 

Dogwood, Pagoda Cornus alternifolia 

Dogwood, Cornelian Cherry Cornus mas 

Dogwood, Redosier Cornus sericea 

Dogwood, Redosier Dwarf Cornus sericea 'Kelseyi' 

Smokebush Cotinus coggygria 

Smokebush, American Cotinus obovatus 

Cotoneaster, bearberry Cotoneaster dammeri 'Coral Beauty' 

Spanish Broom Cytisus purgans 

Honeysuckle, Kodiak Orange Diervilla rivularis 'G2X88544' PP27548 

Burningbush, Dwarf Euonymus alatus 'Compacta' 

Euonymus, Emerald Gaiety Euonymus fortunei 'Emerald Gaiety' 



Th
e p

lan
ts o

n
 th

is list are b
ased

 o
n

 o
b

servati
o

n
s su

b
m

itt
ed

 b
y m

em
b

ers o
f th

e gard
en

in
g p

u
b

lic d
u

rin
g th

e 2
0

2
1

 gro
w

in
g 

seaso
n

.  So
m

e p
lan

ts m
ay ap

p
ear o

n
 m

o
re th

an
 o

n
e list; th

is is in
ten

ti
o

n
al, sin

ce b
eetle feed

in
g can

 b
e in

fl
u

en
ced

 b
y su

r-

ro
u

n
d

in
g p

lan
ts an

d
 en

viro
n

m
en

tal facto
rs. W

an
t to

 rep
o

rt o
b

servati
o

n
s? V

isit d
o

u
glas.exten

sio
n

.co
lo

state.ed
u

  

Front Range Japanese Beetle Preference Observations: Trees and Shrubs 

Common Name Botanic Name Common Name Botanic Name 

Updated Dec 2022 

Euonymus, Green Lane Euonymus fortunei 'Green Lane' 

Fig, Chicago Hardy Ficus carica 'Chicago Hardy' 

Fig, Violette Ficus carica 'Violette' 

New Mexican Privet Forestiera neomexicana 

Forsythia Forsythia x intermedia 

Seven Sons Flower Heptacodium miconioides 

Hops Humulus lupulus 

Hydrangea, LA Dreamin'™ 
Lindsey Ann  

Hydrangea macrophylla 'Lindsey Ann' 
PP26,249 

Juniper, Calgary Carpet Juniperus sabina 'Monna' 

Wirevine Muhlenbeckia axillaris  

Beargrass Nolina greenei 

Beargrass Nolina texana 

Sage, Russian Perovskia atriplicifolia 

Mockorange, Cheyenne Philadelphus lewisii ‘PWYO1S’ 

Ninebark Physocarpus opulifolius 

Ninebark, Dart's Gold Physocarpus opulifolius 'Dart's Gold' 

Ninebark, Diablo Physocarpus opulifolius 'Monlo' 

Ninebark, Nugget Physocarpus opulifolius 'Nugget' 

Ninebark, Summer Wine®  Physocarpus opulifolius 'Seward' 

Spruce, Baby Blue Eyes Picea pungens 'Baby Blue Eyes' 

Sand Cherry Prunus besseyi 

Sand Cherry Prunus besseyi 

Sumac, Gro-Lo Rhus aromatica 'Gro-Low' 

Sumac, Autumn Amber Rhus trilobata 'Autumn Amber' 

Rose, Henry Kelsey Rosa 'Henry Kelsey' 

Rose, April in Paris™  Rosa x 'JACprize' 

Rose, Aloha Rosa x 'Macpennsyl' 

Elderberry Sambucus nigra 

Spirea Spiraea japonica 

Spirea, LIMEMOUND™  Spiraea x bumalda 'Monhub' 

Snowberry Symphoricarpos albus 

Lilac, Miss Kim 
Syringa pubescens ssp patula 
'Miss Kim' 

Lilac, Bloomerang™ Syringa 'Purple Penda' 

Yew, Densiformis Taxus x media 'Densiformis' 

Yew, Hicks Taxus x media 'Hicksii' 

Viburnum, Mini Man®  Viburnum burejaeticum 'P017S' 

Viburnum, Wayfaring Tree Viburnum lantana 

Viburnum, Burkwood 
Viburnum x burkwoodii 
'Mohawk' 

Viburnum, Alleghany 
Viburnum x rhytidophylloides 
'Alleghany' 
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Front Range Japanese Beetle Preference Observations: Trees and Shrubs 

Updated Dec 2022 

Light Damage   

Tree-Common Name Botanic Name 

Maple, Bigtooth Acer saccharum subsp. grandidentatum 

Horsechestnut Aesculus hippocastanum  

Filbert, Turkish Corylus colurna 

Hawthorn, Cockspur Crataegus crus-galli 

Hawthorn, Russian Crategus ambigua 

Crabapple, Prairie Fire Malus 'Prairifire' 

Apple, Honeycrisp Malus pumila 'MN#1711' 

Crabapple, Radiant Malus 'Radiant' 

Ironwood, Persian Parrotia persica 

Sour cherry, Meteor Prunus cerasus 'Meteor' 

Peach, Giant Elberta Prunus persica 'Giant Elberta' 

Peach, Polly Prunus persica 'Polly' 

Oak, Northern Pin Quercus ellipsoidalis 

Oak, Chinkapin Quercus muehlenbergii 

Linden, Greenspire Tilia cordata 'Greenspire' 

Elm, American Ulmus americana 

Shrub-Common Name Botanic Name 

Serviceberry, Shadblow Amelanchier canadensis 

Serviceberry, Autumn Brilliance Amelanchier x grandiflora 

Serviceberry, Autumn Brilliance 
Amelanchier x grandiflora 
'Autumn Brilliance' 

Creeping Grapeholly Berberis repens (Mahonia repens) 

Barberry, EMERALD CAROUSEL™  Berberis 'Tara' 

Butterflybush Buddleia davidii 

Dogwood, Redosier Cornus sericea 

Burningbush Euonymus alatus 

Rose of Sharon Hibiscus syriacus 'Diana' 

Mockorange Philadelphus x virginalis 

Sand Cherry, Purple Leaf Prunus x cistena  

Cherry, Dwarf Sour Prunus x kerrasis 'Romeo' 

Rose, Double Delight Rosa 'Andeli' 

Rose, Chrysler Imperial Rosa 'Chrysler Imperial' 

Rose, Christian Dior Rosa 'Meilie' 

Rose, Electron Rosa 'Mullard Jubilee' 

Rose, Mountain Rosa pendulina (Rosa alpina) 

Rose, Gourmet Popcorn Rosa 'WEOpop' 

Raspberry, Boulder Rubus (Oreobatus) deliciosus  

Raspberry Rubus idaeus 

Lilac Syringa vulgaris 
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Front Range Japanese Beetle Preference Observations: Trees and Shrubs 

Updated Dec 2022 

Moderate Damage   

Tree-Common Name Botanic Name 

Apple, Honeycrisp Malus pumila 'MN#1711' 

Cherry, Bird Prunus avium 

Cherry, Sour Prunus cerasifera 

Plum, Mount Royal Prunus domestica 'Mount Royal' 

Oak, English Quercus robur 

Mountain Ash; Rowan Sorbus aucuparia 

Linden, Greenspire Tilia cordata  

Elm, Accolade Ulmus japonica x wilsoniana 'Morton' 

Shrub-Common Name Botanic Name 

Serviceberry, Standing Ovation Amelanchier alnifolia 'Obelisk' 

Serviceberry, Shadblow Amelanchier canadensis 

Leadplant Amorpha canescens 

Butterflybush Buddleia davidii 

Butterflybush, Black Knight Buddleja davidii 'Black Knight' 

Trumpetcreeper Campsis radicans 

Summersweet, Vanilla Spice™ Clethra alnifolia 'Caleb' 

Summersweet, Rosea Clethra alnifolia 'Rosea' 

Buckthorn, Columnaris 
Frangula alnus (Rhamnus frangula) 
'Columnaris' 

Hibiscus, Disco Belle Pink Hibiscus moscheutos 'Disco Belle Pink' 

Rose of Sharon, Pink Giant Hibiscus syriacus 'Flogi' 

Rose of Sharon, William R. Smith Hibiscus syriacus 'William R. Smith' 

Saint John's Wort Hypericum frondosum 

Potentilla, Gold Drop Potentilla fruticosa 'Gold Drop' 

Sand Cherry, Pawnee Buttes Prunus besseyi 'P011S' 

Sand Cherry, Dwarf Purple Leaf Prunus x cistena  

Rose, Dr. Huey Rosa 'Dr Huey' 

Rose, Morden Sunrise Rosa 'Morden Sunrise' 

Rose, Flower Carpet® Amber Rosa 'NOA97400A' PP17098 

Raspberry, Autumn Britten Rubus idaeus 'Autumn Britten' 

Buffaloberry Shepherdia argentea 

Heavy Damage   

Tree-Common Name Botanic Name 

Buckeye, Yellow Aesculus lutea 

Alder, Mountain Alnus incana ssp tenuifolia 

Birch, Paper Betula papyrifera 

Apple, Honeycrisp Malus pumila 'MN#1711' 

Plum, American Prunus americana 

Plum, Newport Prunus cerasifera 'Newport' 

Cherry, Japanese Prunus serrulata 

Purple Sand Cherry, Big Cis® Prunus x cistena 'Schmidtcis' 

Oak, Mongolian Quercus mongolica 

Willow, Bebb's Salix bebbiana 

Mountain Ash Sorbus americana 

Pagodatree 
Styphnolobium japonica 
(Sophora japonica) 

Linden Tilia cordata 

Shrub-Common Name Botanic Name 

Serviceberry, Standing Ova-
tion Amelanchier alnifolia 'Obelisk' 

Trumpet vine Campsis radicans 

Hazelnut, Harry Lauder's 
Walking Stick Corylus avellana ' Cortorta' 

Cotoneaster, Peking Cotoneaster acutifolia 

Buckthorn, Columnaris 
Frangula alnus (Rhamnus frangu-
la) 'Columnaris' 

Hibiscus, Cherry Cheesecake Hibiscus 'Cherry Cheesecake' 

Hibiscus, Cranberry Crush Hibiscus 'Cranberry Crush' 

Hibiscus, Holy Grail Hibiscus 'Holy Grail' 

Hibiscus, Disco Belle 
Hibiscus moscheutos 'Disco Belle 
Pink' 

Rose of Sharon, Pink Giant®  Hibiscus syriacus 'Flogi' 

Rose of Sharon, Red Heart Hibiscus syriacus 'Red Heart' 



The plants on this list are based on observations submitted by members of the gardening public during the 2021 & 2022 growing seasons.  Some plants may 

appear on more than one list; this is intentional, since beetle feeding can be influenced by surrounding plants and environmental factors. Want to report 

observations? Visit douglas.extension.colostate.edu  

Front Range Japanese Beetle Preference Observations: Trees and Shrubs 

Updated Dec 2022 

Colorado State University Extension is an equal opportunity provider. | Colorado State University Extension es un proveedor que ofrece igualdad de oportunidades.  https://col.st/ll0t3   

Shrub-Common Name Botanic Name 

Rose of Sharon, Lil' Kim™  Hibiscus syriacus 'Antong Two' PP #19,547 

Woodbine Parthenocissus inserta 

Virginia Creeper Parthenocissus quinquefolia 

Potentilla, Abbotswood Potentilla fruticosa 'Abbotswood' 

Potentilla, Jackmanii Potentilla fruticosa 'Jackman's Variety' 

Rose, The Poet's Wife Rosa  'Auswhirl' 

Rose, Chris Evert Rosa ' WEKjuvoo' 

Rose, Lady Emma Hamilton Rosa 'Ausbrother' 

Rose, Abraham Darby Rosa 'Auscot' 

Rose, Jude the Obscure Rosa 'Ausjo' 

Rose, Grace Rosa 'Auskeppy' 

Rose, Lady of Shalott Rosa 'Ausnyson' 

Rose, Charlotte Rosa 'Auspoly' 

Rose, Evelyn Rosa 'Aussaucer' 

Rose, Carding Mill Rosa 'Auswest' 

Rose, Darlow's Enigma Rosa 'Darlow's Enigma' 

Rose, De Rescht/De Resht Rosa 'De Resht' 

Rose, Golden Wings Rosa 'Golden Wings' 

Rose, Artistry™  Rosa 'JACirst' PP 10230 

Rose, Lady Diana Rosa 'JACshaq' 

Rose, Color Me Pink Rosa 'JACtorob' 

Rose, Iceberg™  Rosa 'Korbin' 

Rose, Lion's Fairy Tale/
Champagne Moment Rosa 'Korvanaber' 

Rose, Peace Rosa 'Madame A. Meilland' 

Rose, Scarlet Meidiland Rosa 'Meikrotal' 

Rose, Miracle on the Hudson Rosa 'Miracle on the Hudson'  

Rose, Morden Sunrise Rosa 'Morden Sunrise' 

Rose, Knock Out Rosa 'Radrazz' 

Rose, Carefree Sunshine Rosa 'Radsun' 

Rose, The Sunny Knock Out Rosa 'Radsunny'  

Rose, Royal Highness Rosa 'Royal Highness' 

Rose, Sweetbriar Rosa rubiginosa 

Rose, Japanese Rosa rugosa 'Alba' 

Rose, Blue Girl Rosa 'Sautari' 

Rose, Diamond Jubileee Rosa 'Tan022260' 

Rose, Camelot Rosa 'Tan05372' 

Rose, Miss Harp/Rose, Oregold Rosa 'Tanolg' 

Rose, Queen Elizabeth Rosa 'The Queen Elizabeth' 

Rose, Victorian Memory/Isabella Skin-
ner Rosa 'Victorian Memory' 

Rose, Neil Diamond Rosa 'WEKdereroro' 

Rose, Sugar Moon Rosa 'Wekmemolo' 

Rose, Parade Day Rosa 'WEKmeroro' 

Rose, Julia Child Rosa 'Wekvossutono' 

Rose, Winnipeg Parks Rosa 'Winnipeg Parks' 

Raspberry, Heritage Rubus idaeus 'Heritage' 

Grape, Himrod Vitis 'Himrod' 

Grape, Concord Vitis labrusca 'Concord' 

Grape, St. Theresa Seedless Vitis 'St. Theresa Seedless' 

Wisteria, Blue Moon 
Wisteria macrostachya 'Blue 
Moon' 

Shrub-Common Name Botanic Name 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcol.st%2Fll0t3&data=05%7C01%7CJohn.Murgel%40colostate.edu%7C2a499e6f6fd144711dc208dad6e2e631%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638058567541709915%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4w

