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What's New This Week

County Shoot Event Dates Announcement - Please Note changes for 2026
Holiday Dance - Gingerbread House Contest winners
Carcass Contest Results
Reminder NWSS Catch a Calf Applications close on December 15th

Douglas County
4-H Calendar

December 18th
Cloverbud Activity Night at CSU
Extension Basement at 5:30 pm

December 24th - 25th
CSU Extension Office Holiday

Closure

December 31st
4-H Re-Enrollment Deadline

Returning Members pay Late fee of
$25 starting January 1st

January 1st
CSU Extension Office Holiday

Closure

January 5th
Youth and Leader's Council
Meetings at CSU Extension

Basement at 6:30 pm

January 7 - 10th
Western National Roundup

RSVP for Cloverbud Night

Congratulations to the 2025
Douglas County Fair

Carcass Contest Winners!

2025 Carcass Contest
Results

https://4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/cRSiEkd/thursdayblast?source_id=5454aa85-6ffd-4819-90c9-ccda81a9983d&source_type=em&c=
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January 10 - 25th
National Western Stock Show

January 14th
Shooting Sports Advisory Meeting

at CSU Extension Basement at
6:00 pm

January 15th
Cloverbud Activity Night at CSU
Extension Basement at 5:30 pm

January 16th
4-H Day at National Western Stock

Show

Click HERE to read 4-H Code
of Conduct

2025-2026 4-H ENROLLMENT

Returning Members, be sure to enroll and submit your payment
before December 31st to avoid a Late Fee of $25.

Please NOTE: Some of our clubs fill up extremely fast. To secure your spot in
a club, please enroll in 4honline and make your payment. Enrollment &
Payment are required to secure your spot.

DC Aggies, Cherry Valley Aggies and Paddock Posse clubs are
now FULL
Please do not wait to Register and Pay! Click to make a payment
online
See the 2025-2026 Douglas County 4-H Club List

Financial Assistance and Payment Plans for Enrollment Fees are available
for those that need them. Please contact the Extension Office before
December 31st for additional information at 720-733-6940. All requests are
confidential. Late fees will apply after January 1st.

https://nationalwestern.com/
https://co4h.colostate.edu/resources/code-of-conduct.pdf
https://4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://extension-colostate.nbsstore.net/4-h-positive-youth-development
https://extension-colostate.nbsstore.net/4-h-positive-youth-development
https://douglas.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/50/2025/11/2025-2026-DC-4-H-Club-List.pdf


Enroll in 4HOnline now! Click Here!

Click here to Pay annual dues online

Youth Council Holiday Dance!

Thank you to all the families that came out to the Youth Council Holiday
Dance on December 5th. It was a super FUN night!!

Congratulations to the Gingerbread House Contest Teams. If your team
placed in the Top 3 places, we have Gift Cards at the Extension Office for

these winners. Please stop by anytime Monday - Thursday between 8am and
5pm to pick up these prizes! A big THANK YOU to the Hastings Family for

donating these prizes.

Below is a picture from our 1st Place Team!

https://4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://extension-colostate.nbsstore.net/4-h-positive-youth-development


New Club Officer Resources

Congratulations to all of our newly elected Club Officers! Here are some links
to resources to get you started in your new roles.

Club Resources on the Colorado 4-H Website

Secretary Record Book
Treasurer Record Book

Club Leaders - Track the Enrollment for your Club by downloading your Club
Roster using 4-H online. See instructions HERE

Leadership Development
Conference (LDC)

Dates: January 24-25, 2026
4-H Day at the Capitol – January 26, 2026
4-H Ages: 14-18
Cost: Registration - $225/person, Hotel -
$129/night, Parking - $30/day
Theme: Creating the Ripple

Registration is now open in 4-H online HERE
Registration Deadline for Douglas County
will be Monday, January 5th

Please call us at the office at 720-733-6940 for questions or more
details.

LDC Schedule of Events

https://co4h.colostate.edu/club-and-community-resources
https://co4h.colostate.edu/resources/stbooks/Colo4HSecretary.docx
https://co4h.colostate.edu/resources/stbooks/Colo4HTreasurer.docx
https://douglas.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/50/2025/10/4-H-Online-Tips.pdf
https://4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
https://files.constantcontact.com/3f7d7161901/94c1292e-60ef-4fd5-b567-2b4315be7f98.pdf?rdr=true


RSVP for Cloverbud Activity Night

Cloverbud youth ages 5 - 7 years
old, please join us for the Cloverbud
Activity Club to learn more Home
Design & Decor and celebrate the
Holiday Season!

Thursday, December 18th
at CSU Extension Office Basement
from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm

Douglas County 4-H
Leader's Training

RSVP for Douglas County
Leader Training 

Save the Dates

February 12th - 4-H
Project Sampler
March 16th - New 4-H
Family Dinner

Please NOTE: The remaining 4-H 101
sessions have been cancelled.
4-H 101 Presentation - Click Here

We are re-thinking our approach and
focusing our team on the 4-H Project
Sampler Night and New 4-H Member
Family Dinner. Please plan to join us on
these nights!

Colorado 4-H State Senate - District 3 Fundraiser
Krispy Kreme Donuts Digital Dozens!

Douglas County has 2 Senators, Lilly Lucas and Julia Dunbar representing District 3 in

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScVagA6l9BA3CsjMm4GrX1oO_TB_EAM2wJxt6EgJGsptvaUmw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=118441686553520292480
https://forms.gle/UV98FeaNJN1EMLtT7
https://douglas.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/50/2025/12/4H-101-Powerpoint-2026.pdf


the Colorado 4-H State Senate. They are running a fundraiser to support events such as
the District 3 Jamboree for 8-10 yr olds, plus other great events throughout the year.

Please support this cause and did I mention you get Krispy Kreme Donuts too!!

Click Links Below to support District 3 Youth from
Douglas County

Senator Julia Dunbar
Senator Lilly Lucas

See the State District Map Here

General Projects
General Project Tips, Online Manuals and eRecord Books

4-H General
Project Manual

Order

4-H Exhibit
Requirements

4-H Contest Rules

SAVE THE DATE - Creative Cooks
February 28, 2026

The Creative Cooks Contest will be on
February 28th this 4-H year! Please mark your
calendar for this fun event. It will be hosted at
the Adams County Dome. The Creative Cooks
contest is an opportunity for members to
showcase their creativity while learning more
about meal planning, nutrition, and food safety.
Registration information will be coming out
soon. 

Shooting Sports Member
Reference Manual

Douglas County 4-H
Shooting Sports Webpage

https://www.groupraise.com/oc/59112/5TBR4Z?utm_campaign=tmcmp_copy_url&utm_medium=social&utm_source=offers_promo
https://www.groupraise.com/offer-campaigns/59112-colorado-4-h-district-3-senate-krispy-kreme-digital-dozens/5TBR8C
https://co4h.colostate.edu/resources/youth/CO-4H-Districts.pdf
https://co4h.colostate.edu/colorado-4-h-project-information/
https://forms.gle/xT7ccVDYq6jHgQzP7
https://co4h.colostate.edu/statefair/StateFairExhibitReq.pdf
https://co4h.colostate.edu/statefair/StateFairContestReq.pdf
https://douglas.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/50/2025/03/Shooting-Sports-reference-book-2025.pdf
https://douglas.extension.colostate.edu/4-h/programs-2/shooting-sports/


The Douglas County Fairgrounds is embarking on a bold repositioning effort
to ensure it attracts larger, high-impact events while continuing to serve
local groups and traditional uses.

Historically, the venue operated on a first-come, first-served booking model
with a “first right of return” for annual event holders. While this provided
consistency, it often prevented the scheduling of multi-day or higher-value
events because smaller, one-day events were already holding key dates.

To address this, the Fairgrounds is transitioning to a scoring-based,
application-driven booking process. This structured and transparent
approach will prioritize events that bring the greatest benefit to Douglas
County—balancing community access, economic impact, and venue
reputation.

Event Classifications and Booking Windows:
Mega Events: up to 24-month booking window
Large Events: up to 12-month booking window
Small Events: up to 6-month booking window

Evaluation Factors:
Estimated attendance
Event duration
Number of facilities used
Positive event history at the venue



This new framework ensures peak dates are reserved for events that bring the
greatest overall value to the community while preserving opportunities for
smaller and local gatherings throughout the year.

Additional details from the Fairgrounds can be found here

A Colorado Hunter Safety
Certification Card is required to
participate in 4-H Shooting Sports
practices and competitions.

If you are new to the 4-H Shooting
Sports projects, please register for a
Hunter Safety class as soon as
possible, classes fill fast!

For more information, please ask
your Club Project Leaders or give us
a call at the Extension Office at 720-
733-6940.

Click HERE for more info on
Hunter Safety Courses

through Colorado Parks &
Wildlife

Mark your calendars - Shooting Sport Leader
Certification Training Dates for 2026 are below.

https://douglas.extension.colostate.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/50/2025/12/Fairgrounds-Dear-Event-Holder.pdf
https://cpw.state.co.us/hunting/education-outreach


Registration information will be available in January. Registration will open 6
weeks prior to the course start dates and registration will close 2 weeks prior to
the course start date. We will send registration reminders via email and through
the Blast, so please stay tuned.
Reminder: All volunteers must be enrolled and approved in 4-H Online before they can
register for training. Please register to be a Shooting Sports Leader, we need you!

NEW this Year! You have been waiting for this, and this year they will be having
condensed Shooting Sports Leader Recertification Training on April 25th, 2026 in
Morgan County. Volunteers who are in need of recertifying to keep their certificate up to
date will be eligible to attend the recertification training in Morgan County on April 25,
2026. This will be a modified version of the training and will be a combination of online
modules and an in-person class. More information will be available soon. *Volunteers
needing to recertify who choose to go to any of the other three trainings will be required
to attend all 15 hours of the training. Please NOTE: Leaders taking Recertification
Training will be covered to be able to start practices at the beginning of April 2026.



Animal Projects
Animal Project Tips, Online Manuals and eRecord Books

Animal Project Manual Order

CALF Ranch has an amazing
opportunity for 4-H Livestock kids to be
able to house animals at their Ranch just
south of the Fairgrounds. They still have
room for more kids to join this program,
please click on the buttons below to read
more about the Timeline for signing up
and fill out the Application!

Please also check the CALF website for
additional details here:
https://thecalf.org/calf-kids.html

CALF Kid Timeline CALF Application

National Western Stock
Show Parade Invite

https://co4h.colostate.edu/animals/
https://forms.gle/MgSqPs9pNxV8SXiW9
https://thecalf.org/calf-kids.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/3f7d7161901/c56c7991-846f-448a-82f1-873fe6f57346.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/3f7d7161901/3741cb0b-aef8-4942-9a14-69828305603e.pdf?rdr=true


​
What: Seeking all Dog 4-H members to
join in the NWSS Parade
When: Thursday, January 8th from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Denver
RSVP:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4DADAA2CAAFECE9-60680071-nwss

National Western Stock Show Catch a Calf
Program

NWSS Catch-a-Calf Applications Open
The NWSS Catch-a-Calf Program is designed so that successful participants catch
a calf, feed it, and return with the animal one year later as a market-ready steer at
the National Western Stock Show. The steers are judged on production and
carcass quality, while the participants are judged on showmanship, record books,
and a personal interview. The program is open to youth ages 14-19 as of January
1, 2026. Applications are due December 15, 2025.
​  

Outreach Resources
Request a STEM Kit  - Click Here

See the Douglas County 4-H Website for
a list of STEM Kits available and their
descriptions HERE

https://douglas.extension.colostate.edu/4-
h/school-community-programs/

Community Opportunities

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F10C0D4DADAA2CAAFECE9-60680071-nwss&data=05%7C02%7Cjulie.tanaka%40colostate.edu%7C3cad45f8b4ff4043ace808de28504bcf%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C638992522503993753%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uWp8ymDbiqOHJX6mAD6xAdk7C4d0RR8gnSZXg7Cx0N4%3D&reserved=0
https://nationalwestern.com/livestock-shows/catch-a-calf-program/
https://click.e-mail.online.colostate.edu/?qs=f280963f4c5fcfdd2516be4e3698edf1237d2466b07136bf68dffb72a6df5e5c065f1478414e0311fa18c4aaea0a5bd1d8876c4912aa9fba
https://forms.gle/GjcbktuWXPUJSU25A
https://douglas.extension.colostate.edu/4-h/school-community-programs/
https://douglas.extension.colostate.edu/4-h/school-community-programs/


Click on images below for Flyer Information

Douglas County 4-H Youth Council Scholarship
and Horse Stipend

Applications Due May 1st
Click below to view Application Packet and details Instructions to apply.

DC Youth Council Scholarship Application

Visit
www.DouglasCountyFairFoundation.com
and click on grants and scholarships to learn
more about our application process.
 

Young people who have volunteered at the Douglas County Fair & Rodeo and
are continuing their education—whether entering their first year or beyond—
are encouraged to apply for this generous $1,500 scholarship opportunity.

High School Senior
Resources

Save the Date: CSU Scholarship
Applications open December 1, 2025

https://co4h.colostate.edu/about-us/scholarships/

TIPS for high school seniors and parents
for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) from Live Smart
Colorado.
https://livesmartcolorado.colostate.edu/student-aid-tips-for-stressed-out-seniors-

and-parents/

2026 BAR -V- BAR Livestock Spring Load & Go Sale 
Saturday, April 4th, 2026

Our operation is located 7 miles west of Craig, CO which is roughly a 4-hour
drive from Castle Rock. Our breeding stock includes elite genetics from Blue
Team Wethers, 5 Star Boer Goats, Pfieffer, Halfmann, Hummel, Mock, and
more. We expect to have at least 50 December-February born kids available
in this offering. We are limiting this first showing to 20 families, and spaces
are already filling up! We will offer pens priced at $350, $500, and $750.
Higher-end private treaty animals will also be available.

Reserve your Spot today HERE

Follow us on Socials
Connect with us on Facebook in our public and private groups.

https://files.constantcontact.com/3f7d7161901/7bc4158b-6f0f-4c68-8315-3f368afd56d6.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.douglascountyfairfoundation.com
https://co4h.colostate.edu/about-us/scholarships/
https://livesmartcolorado.colostate.edu/student-aid-tips-for-stressed-out-seniors-and-parents/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.signupgenius.com%2Fgo%2F10C0548A4AD2DAAFCC25-57882458-2026%3FuseFullSite%3Dtrue%23%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjulie.tanaka%40colostate.edu%7Cbc97aeff566a464fada908de30f7a5ba%7Cafb58802ff7a4bb1ab21367ff2ecfc8b%7C0%7C0%7C639002037483020190%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dX%2BGJPFyVhYmomCZRoZuMhRmgF6Ha29RN5I7LPAJFFQ%3D&reserved=0


@Douglascountyextension
@Douglas County, Colorado, 4-H

Connect with us on Instagram.
@csudouglascoextension

Stay up to date with our website! Be sure to check the calendar for upcoming dates.
https://douglas.extension.colostate.edu/4-h/

CONTACTS
Guinevere Nelson, Director - guinevere.nelson@colostate.edu

Jacie Rex, 4-H Youth Development Agent - jacie.rex@colostate.edu
​Mercedes Glenn, 4-H Animal & Equine Science Agent - mercedes.glenn@colostate.edu

Pratima Chandra Kumar, Extension Outreach Program Coordinator -
info.douglascoextension@gmail.com

Sylvia Worcester, Extension Finance and Program Coordinator -
sylvia.worcester@colostate.edu

Julie Tanaka, Extension Program Coordinator - julie.tanaka@colostate.edu
Any other inquiries can be sent to: info.douglascoextension@gmail.com

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 8 am - 5 pm, Closed Fridays

All Blast Submissions Must Be Sent into the Office by 12:00 PM the Wednesday
Before You Would Like Your Information Added

Colorado State University (CSU) complies with Sections 503 and 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the ADA

Amendments Act (ADAAA). CSU does not discriminate on the basis of disability in the
areas of education, employment, public accommodations and services. The Office of

Engagement and Extension is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to its
employees, applicants, participants, and volunteers to ensure individuals with disabilities

enjoy equal access to all employment and programming opportunities. Requests for
accommodations related to disability should be made to (local contact/event organizer)

at (phone and email) by (date – 14 business days in advance of actual event).
https://col.st/0WMJA

Douglas County 4-H Youth Development | 410 Fairgrounds Road, Castle Rock, CO 80108 |
Castle Rock, CO 80104 US
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